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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §101 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

2. Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed 
to non- statutory subject matter. 

Claims 1- 17 appear drawn to a server. The specification at p. 13, lines 18-19 disclose the 
invention can be realized in software alone. A server is not inherently a physical hardware 
element and thus the claim docs not fall into the statutory category of a machine, or any other 
statutory category. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or 
on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-4, 9-20, 25-41 and 46-5 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent Application Publication 2002/0002074 to White et al. 

As concerns claim 1, an environment information server, comprising: a server controller 
(0040-hardwarc of master server); a network connection (fig. 1 , network-inherent to have 
network connection) connected to said server controller; an environment information database 
(fig. 5-statistics database) connected to said server controller for storing data for one or more 
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network environments; and a request handler (001 2, 001 8-rcqucst from clients received, thus 
inherent to have a "request handler") connected to said server controller for processing requests 
received through said network connection; wherein the environment information server 
periodically polls the one or more network environments (fig. 5-receive stats from hosts; fig. 4- 
activc host list), maintains the environment information database with a list of available network 
environments and network information for connecting to each network environment (0012- 
listing of available games; fig. 4-active host list) and updates the environment information 
database with changes in the available network environments (fig. 5-update database); wherein 
said request handler exchanges data with said environment information database and returns, in 
response to a received request (fig. 7, 701; 0018-request from client), an environment report, 
wherein the environment report comprises information characterizing network environments 
selectable by the user for connection (fig. 7; 702) and client system dependent data derived from 
information from the environment information database and network information of the client 
system; wherein the request handler returns the environment report before the user selects a 
network environment thereby allowing the user to view the environment information report, 
select one network environment and connect to the one network environment (fig. 7; 703,704). 

As concerns claims 18 and 5 1, a method of providing environment information, 
comprising: periodically polling one or more network environments (fig. 5-receive stats from 
hosts; fig. 4-activc host list); maintaining the environment information database with a list of 
available network environments and network information for connecting to each network 
environment (0012-listing of available games; fig. 4-active host list); updating an environment 
information database with information regarding each of the one or more network environments 
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and with changes in the available network environments (fig. 5-updatc database); receiving a 
request (fig. 7, 701; 0018-rcquest from client) from a user; retrieving environment information 
for the one or more environments from the environment information database (fig. 5-database; 
fig. 4-list); sending/presenting (fig. 7, 702), in response to the user request, the environment 
report of network environments selectable by the user; wherein the environment report comprises 
information characterizing network environments selectable by the user for connection and client 
system dependent data derived from information from the environment information database and 
network information of the client system (fig. 7, 703,704); wherein the request handler returns 
the environment report before the user selects a network environment thereby allowing the user 
to view the environment information report, select one network environment and connect to the 
one network environment (fig. 7; 703,704). 

As concerns claims 32 and 52, sending an environment information request (fig. 7, 701; 
0018-request from client) from a client to an environment information server (fig. 7, 701 -master 
server); receiving from said environment information server, in response to the request, an 
environment report of network environments selectable by the client for connection (fig. 7, 702); 
wherein the environment information server periodically polls the one or more network 
environments (fig. 5-receive stats from hosts; fig. 4-active host list) and maintains the 
environment information database with a list of available network environments and network 
information for connecting to each network environment and updates the environment 
information database with changes in the available network environments (fig. 5-updatc 
database); exchanging data with said environment information database to return to the client in 
response to the received request, the environment report (fig. 7; fig. 7-active host list); wherein 
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the environment report comprises information characterizing network environments selectable 
by the user for connection and client system dependent data derived from information from the 
environment information database and network information of the client system (); wherein the 
environment report is sent before the user selects a network environment thereby allowing the 
user to view the environment information report, select one network environment and connect to 
the one network environment (fig. 7; 703,704). 

As concerns claims 2, 23, 24, 44 and 45 environment information for an environment 
includes network information for the environment (0042-game host) and status information for 
the environment (0042-latcncy). 

As concerns claims 3, 19 and 40, network information indicates a name (0042-game host 
being listed would inherently be identified by a "name") of the environment. 

As concerns claims 4, 20 and 41, said network information indicates a fully qualified 
domain name (inherent for connection to have a domain name) of the environment. 

As concerns claims 9, 25 and 46 wherein: said environment information also includes 
description information (0042-bandwidth) indicating information describing the environment. 

As concerns claims 10, 26 and 47, wherein: said description information indicates news 
about the environment (0042-bandwidth and latency are "news", i.e. information). 

As concerns claims 1 1, 27 and 48, wherein: said environment report provides multi- 
lingual support (data is not in any particular language, therefore end system may convert it for 
presentation to the default language for the system thus providing the support; 0058). 
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As concerns claims 12 and 28, wherein: said environment information request indicates 
client information (0013-uscr data received from game clients; users rankings; 0014-crcdit 
information, account information) about said client. 

As concerns claims 13 and 37, wherein: each environment supports an on-line game 

(0004). 

As concerns claims 14, 3 1 and 50, wherein: said requests are received from game 
consoles (0036-game client) connected to said network connection through the Internet (0058). 

As concerns claims 15, 30 and 49, wherein: said network connection is connected to the 
Internet (0058). 

As concerns claim 16, wherein: said request handler generates environment reports (fig. 
5-generate reports) using data stored in said environment information database (0039; fig. 5- 
statistics database). 

As concerns claims 17, 29, 38 and 39, wherein: said request handler customizes 
environment reports using client information in received requests (0042-sorted by bandwidth and 
latency based on user location, thus inherent user location is client information that must have 
been received to prepare report). 

As concerns claim 33, the method of claim 32, further comprising: connecting said client to a 
data network (0058-nctworks); establishing said network connection between said client and said 
environment information through said data network (fig. 7;connected to game and host); closing 
said network connection to said environment information server after receiving said environment 
report (0044-gamc will begin, thus selection screen closed and game data transmitted). 
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As concerns claim 35, the method of claim 32, further comprising: selecting an 
environment (fig. 7, 702,703) according to said environment report. 

As concerns claim 36, the method of claim 35, further comprising: establishing a second 
network connection (can establish another connection at another point in time, and thus be a 
"second" connection) to said selected environment. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 
No. 6,152,824 to Rothschild et al. in view of U.S. Patent Application Publication 2002/0002074 
to White et al. 

Rothschild et al. '824 disclose: 

As concerns claim 1, an environment information server, comprising: a server controller 
(501); a network connection (fig. 3) connected to said server controller; an environment 
information database (col. 5, line 40; col. 5, lines 50-60; fig. 8, 61) connected to said server 
controller for storing data for one or more network environments; and a request handler (col. 3, 
lines 29-32) connected to said server controller for processing requests received through said 
network connection; wherein the environment information server periodically polls the one or 
more network environments (col. 5, lines 50-55-continually maintain conversations for network 
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and operational status), maintains the environment information database with a list of available 
network environments and network information for connecting to each network environment 
(fig. 8, 61 -list of MCP addresses) and updates the environment information database with 
changes in the available network environments (fig. 8 and 10-receive ping results, select best, 
replacement MCP-is an update; fig. 10, 109-update address tables); wherein said request handler 
exchanges data with said environment information database and returns, in response to a 
received request, an environment report, wherein the environment report comprises information 
characterizing network environments selectable by the user for connection (fig. 10; 110, 111) 
and client system dependent data derived from information from the environment information 
database and network information of the client system. 

As concerns claims 18 and 5 1, a method of providing environment information, 
comprising: periodically polling one or more network environments (col. 5, lines 50-55- 
continually maintain conversations for network and operational status); maintaining the 
environment information database with a list of available network environments and network 
information for connecting to each network environment (col. 5, lines 50-60; fig. 8, 61); updating 
an environment information database with information regarding each of the one or more 
network environments and with changes in the available network environments (fig. 8 and 10- 
rcccive ping results, select best, replacement MCP-is an update; fig. 10, 109-updatc address 
tables; col. 5, lines 50-55-continually maintains current status); receiving a request (60) from a 
user (I ); retrieving environment information for the one or more environments from the 
environment information database (col. 5, line 40; fig. 8, memory storing the list-61 ); 
sending/presenting (fig. 8), in response to the user request, the environment report of network 
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environments selectable by the user (fig. 10; 110, 11 1); wherein the environment report 
comprises information characterizing network environments selectable by the user for 
connection and client system dependent data derived from information from the environment 
information database and network information of the client system (col. 6, lines 5-10-operatinal 
conditions; fig. 8, 62). 

As concerns claims 32 and 52, sending an environment information request (60) from a 
client (1) to an environment information server (col. 2, line 5); receiving from said environment 
information server, in response to the request, an environment report of network environments 
selectable by the client for connection (ftg. 8;62); wherein the environment information server 
periodically polls the one or more network environments (col. 5, lines 50-55-continually 
maintain conversations for network and operational status) and maintains the environment 
information database with a list of available network environments and network information for 
connecting to each network environment (fig. 8, 61 -list of MCP addresses) and updates the 
environment information database with changes in the available network environments (fig. 8 
and 10-rcceivc ping results, select best, replacement MCP-is an update; fig. 10, 109-update 
address tables; col. 5, lines 50-55-continually maintain conversations for network and 
operational status); exchanging data with said environment information database to return to the 
client in response to the received request, the environment report (fig. 8, 62,65); wherein the 
environment report comprises information characterizing network environments selectable by 
the user for connection and client system dependent data derived from information from the 
environment information database and network information of the client system (fig. 8-bcst MCP 
determined and reported to client; col. 5, line 50-listof addresses; col. 6, lines 1-10-latencics). 
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Rothschild et al. '824 do not explicitly disclose wherein the request handler returns the 
environment report before the user selects a network environment thereby allowing the user to 
view the environment information report, select one network environment and connect to the one 
network environment. 

White et al. '074 teach returning an environment report before a user selects a network 
environment thereby allowing the user to view the environment information report, select one 
network environment and connect to the one network environment (fig. 7; 701 -704;0042). 
It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
provide the system of Rothschild ct al. '824, with a reporting system an user selection, as taught 
by White et al. '074, in order to provide a system that is more transparent to the user and 
allowing them to select a game/network they choose, which may be closest to their location. 
Such a modification is a combination of known elements yielding predictable results. 

Rothschild et al. '824 (as modified) further disclose: 

As concerns claims 2, 23, 24, 44 and 45 environment information for an environment 
includes network information for the environment (addresses), status information for the 
environment. 

As concerns claims 3, 19 and 40, network information indicates a name (col. 10, line 45) 
of the environment. 

As concerns claims 4, 20 and 41, said network information indicates a fully qualified 
domain name (inherent for connection to have a domain name) of the environment. 

As concerns claims 5, 21 and 42, said network information indicates a port number (col. 
3, line 66) of the environment. 
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As concerns claims 6, 22 and 43, said status information indicates whether the 
environment is available or not (col. 9, line 53). 

As concerns claims 7, 23 and 44, said user count information indicates the current 
number of clients (col. 9, lines 10-22) connected to the environment. 

As concerns claims 8, 24 and 45, wherein: said user count information indicates the 
maximum number (col. 9, lines 10-22; inherent for room or game to have a max. # of players) of 
clients allowed to be connected to the environment. 

As concerns claims 9, 25 and 46 wherein: said environment information also includes 
description information (col. 10, line 43) indicating information describing the environment. 

As concerns claims 10, 26 and 47, wherein: said description information indicates news 
about the environment (col. 10, line 43). 

As concerns claims 11,27 and 48, wherein: said environment report provides multi- 
lingual support (data is not in any particular language, therefore end system may convert it for 
presentation to the default language for the system thus providing the support). 

As concerns claims 12 and 28, wherein: said environment information request indicates 
client information (col. 5, line 40) about said client. 

As concerns claims 13 and 37, wherein: each environment supports an on-line game (col. 
Mines 59-60). 

As concerns claims 14, 3 1 and 50, wherein: said requests are received from game 
consoles (1 ; client computers) connected to said network connection through the Internet (col. 1, 
line 31). 
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As concerns claims 15, 30 and 49, wherein: said network connection is connected to the 
Internet (col. 1, line 31). 

As concerns claim 16, wherein: said request handler generates environment reports (fig. 
8, 61) using data stored in said environment information database. 

As concerns claims 17, 29 and 39, wherein: said request handler customizes environment 
reports using client information in received requests (fig. 8;65). 

As concerns claim 33, the method of claim 32, further comprising: connecting said client 
to a data network; establishing said network connection between said client and said 
environment information through said data network; closing said network connection to said 
environment information server after receiving said environment report (fig. 8). 

As concerns claim 35, the method of claim 32, further comprising: selecting an 
environment (fig. 10; 111) according to said environment report. 

As concerns claim 36, the method of claim 35, further comprising: establishing a second 
network connection (fig. 8) to said selected environment. 

As concerns claim 38, the method of claim 32, further comprising: said environment 
information request indicates client information (col. 5, line 40) about said client. 

7. Claims 5-8, 21-24 and 42-45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent Application Publication 2002/0002074 to White et al. as applied above in view 
of U.S. Patent No. 6,152,824 to Rothschild et al. 

White et al. '074 do not explicitly disclose said network information indicates a port 
number of the environment; said status information indicates whether the environment is 
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available or not; user count information indicates the current number of clients connected to the 
environment; and said user count information indicates the maximum number of clients allowed 
to be connected to the environment. 
Rothschild et al. '824 teach: 

As concerns claims 5, 21 and 42, said network information indicates a port number (col. 
3, line 66) of the environment. 

As concerns claims 6, 22 and 43, said status information indicates whether the 
environment is available or not (col. 9, line 53). 

As concerns claims 7, 23 and 44, said user count information indicates the current 
number of clients (col. 9, lines 10-22) connected to the environment. 

As concerns claims 8, 24 and 45, wherein: said user count information indicates the 
maximum number (col. 9, lines 10-22; inherent for room or game to have a max. # of players) of 
clients allowed to be connected to the environment. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to provide the system of White et al. with network, status and user information, as 
taught by Rothschild et al. '824, in order to provide additional data to a user that increases 
transparency and enhances the decision making for the user. Such a modification is a 
combination of known elements yielding predictable results. 
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Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

9. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John B. Walsh whose telephone number is 571-272-7063. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 8:00-6:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Follansbee can be reached on 571-272-3964. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/John B. Walsh/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 245 1 



